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The Navy closed the Postgraduate Department
In 1917 when the U.S entered WWI. The program 
was re-established and expanded in 1919 and also 
renamed Naval Postgraduate School.
Architects of today’s NPS 
Fleet Admiral Ernest King (left), SECNAV James Forrestal (center) and 
Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz (right) were the visionaries and “architects” 
of today’s NPS.
WWII growth of NPS
Note the low point in 1939 followed by the sharp increase in student 
population during WWII.
“When I became Chief of Bureau of Navigation in June 1939 - my first act 
was to send for the BuNav War Plans. 
“To my horror - I learned that on ‘D’ Day - it was planned to close down the 
Naval War College and the Naval Postgraduate School in order to provide 
officers for an expanding Fleet - as was done on ‘D’ Day for WWI.
“I immediately cancelled those plans and prepared for expanded classes at 
both...”
Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz
Letter to Vice Admiral Charles Melson
September 24, 1965
Source:
Naval History & Heritage Command
Admiral Chester Nimitz
War Plan for NPS
“Rapid technological advance...did not come by accident, nor did it come 
overnight. It has been the result of educating carefully selected officers in 
each succeeding generation of officers.
“The naval leaders of 50 years ago showed great perspective and 
foresight in seeing the need for advanced technical and scientific 
knowledge among naval officers.
We in the Navy today are the inheritors of that legacy of wisdom, and 
we can see clear evidence of their foresight all around us.”
Admiral Arleigh Burke, Chief of Naval Operations
Naval Postgraduate School Commencement Speech
May 28, 1959
Source:
Special Collections & Archives 
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